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MEME’S BEAUTY GALLERY: BRINGING
PROFESSIONALISM AND WARMNESS TO THE
COMMUNITY
BY YAN NIE

Their Midtown vintage market draws thousands
of customers
To these upbeat volunteers, every animal is a
priority

NNB Student Reporter

Her job: make white people aware of blacks’
struggles

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — Finding someone to

His work graces public places and private homes
around the country

give you the haircut, color or style you have
been waiting for is not easy.

At the age of 6, she knew what she wanted to be

In Meme’s Beauty Gallery, four professional

They shared a childhood of tense times, warm
memories

trained and licensed stylists have their own

He rocks ‘n’ rolls in a music buff’s dream job

hairstyle that matching face and personality.
Yan Nie | NNB

“Professionalism is what I am expecting,” said

Courtney Lawes’s mother, left, helps the stylist to braid a

Y. Renne Mosley, a loyal customer who has

long fake hair while waiting for her daughter’s hair to be

been coming to Meme’s once a week for three

Photojournalist finds her bliss behind the camera
Unsavory people and heinous crimes? That’s his
beat

done.

years already. “I am very satisfied, and I

By being honest about who he is, he makes a
difference

wouldn’t go anywhere else.”
Meme’s Beauty Gallery is located at 1782 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, Fla., in the same plaza where the
Sweetbay grocery store had been and where the Wal-Mart neighborhood market will be. Jamekka R.
Harris, owner of Meme’s, wants to draw attention from grocery shoppers, and therefore increase the

13 Years later, she’s back as a teacher and role
model
A Sunday tradition: faith and fancy hats

salon’s customer base.

For Times photojournalist, life’s a day at the
beach

Harris joked about her ultimate goal to expand business to other locations and to be able to run the

Pop open a cold one at Midtown’s 3 Daughters
Brewing

salon without working so hard. After more than 20 years of working as a professional hairstylist and
seven years of being the salon owner, Harris is confident with the good quality of work and services that

Polish distillery brings distinctive spirits to
Midtown

Meme’s provides to its clients.
On patrol, the routine can suddenly turn serious
“There are other salons in this area, but not as competitive as we are, because we do provide full
service,” Harris said. Meme’s offers facial and nail treatments as well as a warm environment to win
more customers.

At alternative weekly, food and drink are her
beats
Passionate piano, colorful footwear help him
coach journalists

“The employees are fabulous; they really care and if you tell them the problems you are having with your
hair, they take immediate action,” Mosley said. “They are very knowledgeable about the latest hair

Mining disaster helped steel him for a new
career in public relations

styles.”
Harris said that like any other small business the majority of Meme’s clients live in the community. The

As college building goes up, he’s a maestro in
Midtown

most effective method of advertisement for Meme’s, besides spotting on the Internet, is word of mouth.

School strives to break the cycle of generational
poverty

“A lot of our costumers are like our family,” Harris said with a smile on her face. She then shared a story
about one of her customers who was in depression, and who eventually gave up her thoughts of

He finds the facts, the people and the payments
that elude others

committing suicide after chatting with Harris about her life struggles.

He lives his son’s dream, every step of the way

Harris said that even though their “no-children-in-the-salon” policy upsets a few costumers, she believes

Lorene’s is still thriving after two decades in The
Deuces

that this policy would keep children away from chemicals and hot irons inside the salon, and the salon
would have fewer risks to be involved in possible lawsuits.
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Inside a struggling middle school, the student
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“That’s natural in any business. You are not gonna be able to satisfy everyone. But we just try to find
what exactly they are not satisfied with, and then we try our best to make them happy,” Harris said.
Meme’s strives to create a nice clean and warm environment for customers. “For anyone interested in
receiving a great service, come to Meme’s beauty gallery and you will enjoy it.” Harris said.
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